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A Unified Theory of Party Competition Dec 24 2021 This book integrates spatial and behavioral
perspectives - in a word, those of the Rochester and Michigan schools - into a unified theory of voter
choice and party strategy. The theory encompasses both policy and non-policy factors, effects of
turnout, voter discounting of party promises, expectations of coalition governments, and party
motivations based on policy as well as office. Optimal (Nash equilibrium) strategies are determined for
alternative models for presidential elections in the US and France, and for parliamentary elections in
Britain and Norway. These polities cover a wide range of electoral rules, number of major parties, and
governmental structures. The analyses suggest that the more competitive parties generally take policy
positions that come close to maximizing their electoral support, and that these vote-maximizing
positions correlate strongly with the mean policy positions of their supporters.
Party Systems and Foreign Policy Change in Liberal Democracies May 05 2020 How do political
parties affect foreign policy? This book answers this question by exploring the role of party politics as
source of foreign policy change in liberal democracies. The book shifts the focus from individual political

parties to party systems as the context in which parties’ ideologies receive precise content and their
preferences are formed. The central claim is that foreign policy change arises from within transformed
discursive contexts of party competition, when a new language of politics that constitutes anew parties’
self-understanding of what they stand for and compete over emerges in a party system. By comparing
cases of contested foreign policy change, the book shows how such transformations in party
competition determine whether and when international pressures on a state will translate into decisions
to institute foreign policy change and what degree of change will be ultimately implemented. With a
novel framework which bridges concepts of international relations and comparative politics, the book
will be of interest to researchers and students in the areas of international relations theory, foreign
policy analysis and comparative politics, and generally to anyone wanting to understand how and when
parties, elections and voters contribute to international change.
Politics of Segmentation Apr 03 2020 When political parties make policy decisions they are influenced
by the competition they face from other parties. This book examines how party competition and party
systems affect reforms of social protection. Featuring a historical comparison of Italy and Germany
post-1945, the book shows how a high number of parties and ideological polarisation lead to
fragmented and unequal social benefits. Utilising a comparative approach, the author brings together
two important issues in welfare state research that have been insufficiently investigated. Firstly, the
complex influence of party competition on social policy-making, and second, how some social groups
enjoy better social protection than others. Moving beyond the two countries of the case study, the book
proposes an innovative framework for studying segmentation of social protection and applies this
framework to a wider set of 15 advanced welfare states. Overall, this book draws together different
strands of research on political parties and on welfare states, and introduces a new argument on how
party politics shapes social policy. An invaluable text on the political economy of the welfare state,
Politics of Segmentation will be of interest to scholars of political economy, social policy and
comparative politics.
Issue Voting and Party Competition Sep 28 2019 This book examines how social cleavage lines shape
issue voting and party competition. Based on a study of German elections between 1980 and 1994, it
analyzes whether cleavage group members put more weight on policies that address their personal selfinterest than voters who are not affected by the cleavage line. Furthermore, it analyzes the
consequences of cleavage groups’ deviating patterns of voting behavior for the formal game of party
competition. More concretely, the author asks whether equilibrium positions of parties within the policy
space are pulled away from the mean due to the more extreme policy demands of cleavage groups in
the electorate.
Party Competition and Responsible Party Government Sep 20 2021 DIVA marriage of behavioral and
formal theory to explain the electoral strategies of political parties /div
Party Competition Over Time Jul 27 2019
Policy and Party Competition Mar 15 2021 Policy and Party Competition offers both a theoretical and
empirical examination of the subject. It opens with a theoretical discussion of the nature of political
parties, policies and competition. Taking the view that the preferences of the electorate are the logical
and ideological starting points of party competition, Laver and Hunt examine the structure of policy
preferences, patterns in party systems, parameters of party competition and the role of party policy in
government formation. In the second section, they present a unique data set of 24 parliamentary
democracies. Party systems analysed include those of the US, Japan, Israel, Canada, France, Britain,
Germany, Australia and New Zealand. The authors determine the degree of influence cast by theories
of party competition on the actual practice of such competition. This is an important exploration of the
methodological issues involved in the application of spatial models of party competition to the real
world.
Duverger's Law of Plurality Voting Jan 01 2020 Maurice Duverger is arguably the most distinguished
French political scientist of the last century, but his major impact has, strangely enough, been largely in
the English-speaking world. His book, Political Parties, first translated into English in 1954, has been

very influential in both the party politics literature (which continues to make use of his typology of party
organization) and in the electoral systems literature. His chief contributions there deal with what have
come to be called in his honor Duverger’s Law and Duverger’s Hypothesis. The first argues that
countries with plurality-based electoral methods will tend to become two-party systems; the second
argues that countries using proportional representation (PR) methods will tend to become multi-party
systems. Duverger also identifies specific mechanisms that will produce these effects, conventionally
referred to as “mechanical effects”, and “psychological effects”. However, while Duverger’s
Hypothesis concerning the link between PR and multipartism is now widely accepted; the empirical
evidence that plurality voting results in two-party systems is remarkably weak—with the U.S. the most
notable exception. The chapters in this volume consider national-level evidence for the operation of
Duverger’s law in the world’s largest, longest-lived and most successful democracies of Britain,
Canada, India and the United States. One set of papers involves looking at the overall evidence for
Duverger’s Law in these countries; the other set deals with evidence for the mechanical and incentive
effects predicted by Duverger. The result is an incisive analysis of electoral and party dynamics.
Preferential Voting Systems Dec 12 2020 This book examines the effects of preferential voting on
intraparty electoral competition and voting behavior. Using data covering 19 countries and over 200
elections, this study sheds light on a somewhat neglected aspect of electoral systems. The author
demonstrates that the ability of voters to influence the selection and deselection of MPs under
preferential voting systems is not as important as is often assumed. Instead, their ability to shape the
election of a given candidate depends heavily on the balance between party power and voter power. In
this way, this book advances the understanding of the effect of preferential voting on intra-party
dynamics, parliamentary turnover, and voter behavior. Based on a rigorous, data-led methodological
approach, the book contributes to both the theory and practice of the study of electoral systems, and
should be read by scholars, students and practitioners interested in preferential voting systems.
Democratic Politics and Party Competition Jan 25 2022 This new book introduces innovative research
on democracy from the leading Comparative Manifestos Project (CMP). It details the key achievements
of the project to date, illustrates how its findings may be applied, lays out the future challenges it faces
and examines how the field as a whole can advance. It also presents a special assessment of the
dimensionality of party competition, presenting ways in which research can be extended and related to
broader approaches in Political Science and Theory. Although CMP research is widely used and
constitutes the major comparative data set on party positions and ideological location, it is also subject
to challenge. The volume therefore provides the reader with a clear sense of the key debates and
questions surrounding its work. This volume also honours the life-time achievement of Professor Ian
Budge, who has provided distinguished intellectual leadership for the CMP over the last twenty-five
years. This is an essential point of reference for all comparative research on the functioning of
democracies. This book will be of great interest to all students and scholars of politics and of
democracy in particular.
Party Competition in Emerging Democracies Feb 11 2021
Voting and Party Competition Nov 03 2022
Constraints on Party Politics Oct 10 2020 Political scientists are quite good at predicting ‘optimal’
policy positions that - under the given circumstances - allow parties to get maximal payoffs in terms of
policy, office or votes. What we do not know is whether parties are actually able to take these positions
or whether they are constrained to do so. This book attempts to narrow this gap. The major argument is
that parties do not choose policy positions from scratch and that they cannot freely change their policy
platforms. Rather, voters’ lacking perception of changing party platforms and intra-party factors
constrain parties when shifting their policy positions. An empirical analysis of party policy shifts in ten
Western European democracies shows that these constraints differ across parties and thus affect the
parties’ position-taking differently. Considering this variation is important to derive more precise
predictions for parties’ policy platforms and for our understanding of party behaviour in general. This
book attempts to narrow this gap. The major argument is that parties do not choose policy positions

from scratch and that they cannot freely change their policy platforms. Rather, voters’ lacking
perception of changing party platforms and intra-party factors constrain parties when shifting their policy
positions. An empirical analysis of party policy shifts in ten Western European democracies shows that
these constraints differ across parties and thus affect the parties’ position-taking differently.
Considering this variation is important to derive more precise predictions for parties’ policy platforms
and for our understanding of party behaviour in general.
Democracy Without Competition in Japan Sep 08 2020 This book explains why no opposition party has
been able to offer itself as a sustained challenger in Japan.
Radical Right Parties in Central and Eastern Europe Jun 29 2022 In Central and Eastern Europe,
radical right actors significantly impact public debates and mainstream policy agenda. But despite this
high discursive influence, the electoral fortune of radical right parties in the region is much less stable. It
has been suggested that this may be due to the fact that mainstream competitors increasingly co-opt
issues which are fundamental for the radical right. However, the extent to which such tactics play a role
in radical right electoral success and failure is still a subject for debate. This book is the first to provide a
systematic theoretical framework and in-depth empirical research on the interaction between discursive
influence, party competition and the electoral fortune of radical right parties in Central and Eastern
Europe. It argues that in order to fully explain the impact of mainstream party strategies in this regard, it
is vital to widen the analysis beyond competition over issues themselves, and towards their various
legitimizing narratives and frame ownership. Up-to-date debates over policies of collective identity
(minority, morality and nationalizing politics) in Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia serve as best cases to
observe these under-researched phenomena. The analytical model is evaluated comparatively using
original, primary data combined with election studies and expert surveys. Advancing an innovative, finegrained approach on the mechanisms and effects of party competition between radical right and
mainstream parties, this book will be of interest to students and scholars researching the far right and
European party politics, as well as political contestation and framing.
Why Parties Matter Jan 13 2021 Party competition in the South has been a subject of perennial
interest to political scientists at least since V. O. Key's famous 1949 book on southern politics. The
fascination stems from the fact that, unlike every other region in in the United States, for much of its
history there has been precious little party competition in the South. Why Parties Matter argues that a
competitive party system is essential in order to have the public's preferences and wants expressed
and satisfied in elections. Or, in other words, a competitive party system is necessary for democracy to
operate effectively. Aldrich and Griffin focus on the history of political parties, electoral competition, and
effective democratic governance in the south during four historical eras - the Whig period that preceded
the Civil War, the period after Reconstruction, the Jim Crow era, and the modern era. In each instance,
they trace how party competition emerges and the conditions under which it can fail or succeed. While
many scholars have argued that strong parties at the national level are necessary for change at the
state or local level, the authors bring much evidence to bear showing that it is, instead, a bottom-up,
candidate-centered phenomenon. Party competition arises when aspiring office holders determine that
their prospects for a successful career are greater in what they call a "nascent party." These candidates
first put together a party organization on the local level. Organizing then moves to the state level, and
only when the party is solidified at that level will it be able to find sustained success at the national
(Congressional) level. In the Whig period, the legacies of the pre-Jacksonian era stunted the
development of a Southern party system, but the region was catching up to the North in terms of party
competition in the years prior to the collapse of the Whig Party just before the Civil War. In the postReconstruction period, a nascent two-party system was abruptly and dramatically thwarted by the
"Redemption" of the South by the white southern Democratic Party and in the Jim Crow period,
competitive politics virtually disappeared. In the modern era, they find, by virtually every measure, that
the Southern party system has caught up to the party system in the North, despite the seeming
dominance of the Republican party in much of the south. According to the authors since 1980 the South
has progressively become more electorally competitive, and, as a consequence of these more

competitive elections, Southern elected officials, according to the authors, have become measurably
more responsive to their constituents. In their concluding chapter, Aldrich and Griffin evaluate how, over
time, democratic attitudes and behaviors in the South have evolved as compared to the North as the
South has acquired a more developed party system and more competitive elections and they also
assess the effectiveness of government in the two regions over time.
Electoral and Party Competition: Analytical Dimensions and Empirical Problems Jan 31 2020 Essay
aus dem Jahr 2008 im Fachbereich Politik - Politische Systeme - Allgemeines und Vergleiche, OttoFriedrich-Universität Bamberg, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Stefano Bartolinis Aufsatz „Electoral and
Party Competition: Analytical Dimensions and Empirical Problems“ wurde in dem Buch „Political
Parties – Old Concepts and New Challenges“ veröffentlicht, das 2002 erschien. Die Herausgeber des
Buches, Richard Gunther, José Ramón und Juan J. Linz, wollen einen kritischen Überblick über die
Vielzahl an Literatur geben, die inzwischen zum Thema politische Parteien publiziert wurde. Es werden
sowohl die Konzepte der Parteien und des Parteienwettbewerbes, die Parteienorganisation und
Parteien-Modelle als auch die Bürgereinstellung gegenüber Parteien neu untersucht. In seinem Beitrag
analysiert Stefano Bartolini den Begriff „Wettbewerb”. Bereits in der Einleitung weist er darauf hin, dass
der Ausdruck so vielfältig und in so unterschiedlichen Zusammenhängen gebraucht wird, dass seine
genaue Bedeutung nicht klar abgegrenzt ist und somit sehr wage erscheint. Das fundamentale Problem
sieht der Autor darin, dass für die politische, zu viel aus der ökonomischen Wettbewerbstheorie
entlehnt wird: „For several reasons, this borrowing is excessive if not unwaranted.“1 Dabei neigen die
Politikwissenschaftler dazu, Wettbewerb als eindimensionales Phänomen zu sehen, das – je nach
politischen System – mal mehr, mal weniger stark ausgeprägt sein kann. Die stärkst mögliche
Ausprägung wird dabei mit perfektem Wettbewerb assoziiert. Bartolini widerspricht dieser
Vorgehensweise vehement. Er argumentiert, dass die Bedingungen für Wettbewerb in der Politik sehr
vielfältig sind. Im Laufe seines Textes arbeitet er vier Dimensionen heraus, die für das Entstehen des
Wettbewerbes unabdingbar sind und belegt somit schließlich die Multidimensionalität des Phänomens.
[...]
Party Competition and Responsible Party Government Jul 19 2021 In countries with multiparty political
systems, we assume--if the system is going to work--that parties have relatively stable positions on
policy, that these positions diverge, and that voters make choices based on policy preferences. Yet
much of the research on voter behavior and party competition does not support these assumptions. In
Party Competition, James Adams applies the insights of behavioral research to an examination of the
policy strategies that political parties (and candidates) employ in seeking election. He argues that voteseeking parties are motivated to present policies that appeal to voters, whose bias toward these
policies is based in part on reasons that have nothing to do with policy. He demonstrates that this
strategic logic has profound implications for party competition and responsible party government.
Adams's innovative fusion of research methodologies presents solutions to issues of policy stability and
voter partisanship. His theory's supported by an in-depth analysis of empirical applications to party
competition in Britain, France, and the United States in the postwar years. Party Competition and
Responsible Party Government will appeal to readers interested in the study of political parties, voting
behavior and elections, as well as to scholars specializing in French, British, and American politics.
James Adams is Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of California, Santa Barbara.
Golden Rule Apr 27 2022 "To discover who rules, follow the gold." This is the argument of Golden
Rule, a provocative, pungent history of modern American politics. Although the role big money plays in
defining political outcomes has long been obvious to ordinary Americans, most pundits and scholars
have virtually dismissed this assumption. Even in light of skyrocketing campaign costs, the belief that
major financial interests primarily determine who parties nominate and where they stand on the
issues—that, in effect, Democrats and Republicans are merely the left and right wings of the "Property
Party"—has been ignored by most political scientists. Offering evidence ranging from the nineteenth
century to the 1994 mid-term elections, Golden Rule shows that voters are "right on the money."
Thomas Ferguson breaks completely with traditional voter centered accounts of party politics. In its

place he outlines an "investment approach," in which powerful investors, not unorganized voters,
dominate campaigns and elections. Because businesses "invest" in political parties and their
candidates, changes in industrial structures—between large firms and sectors—can alter the agenda of
party politics and the shape of public policy. Golden Rule presents revised versions of widely read
essays in which Ferguson advanced and tested his theory, including his seminal study of the role
played by capital intensive multinationals and international financiers in the New Deal. The chapter
"Studies in Money Driven Politics" brings this aspect of American politics into better focus, along with
other studies of Federal Reserve policy making and campaign finance in the 1936 election. Ferguson
analyzes how a changing world economy and other social developments broke up the New Deal
system in our own time, through careful studies of the 1988 and 1992 elections. The essay on 1992
contains an extended analysis of the emergence of the Clinton coalition and Ross Perot's dramatic
independent insurgency. A postscript on the 1994 elections demonstrates the controlling impact of
money on several key campaigns. This controversial work by a theorist of money and politics in the
U.S. relates to issues in campaign finance reform, PACs, policymaking, public financing, and how
today's elections work.
Elected Affinities Mar 27 2022 Elected Affinities provides a new and comprehensive account of politics
in postcommunist Slovakia and the Czech Republic and offers a useful framework for understanding
the competing influences of social structure and the contingent decisions of political leaders in new
democracies.
Democracy Without Competition in Japan Aug 20 2021 This book explains why no opposition party has
been able to offer itself as a sustained challenger in Japan.
Party and Parish Pump Nov 30 2019 “My attention was drawn to Ireland by footnotes,” writes the
author. “Over and over again the literature of comparative politics noted simply ‘except in Ireland’....
The question that puzzled me was, Why should this be so?” Professor Carty’s answers to the question
appear in this detailed study that sheds new light on the question of establishing democratic politics
after a war of independence, on the impact of electoral laws on party competition, on the social bases
of political competition, and on the way political machines work in modern democracies. As a case
study the book also analyzes the peculiarly conservative syndrome into which Irish politics has fallen.
Carty concludes that political institutions and the activities of politicians make a considerable difference
to the organization and conduct of public life. The book will interest students of comparative politics,
history, and political sociology, as well as those concerned with the shape and direction of society and
politics in contemporary Ireland.
Party Identification and Beyond May 29 2022 First published in 1976, this classic volume of original
essays provides a unique and comprehensive review of the approaches and assumptions that
dominate the field of election studies and voting behaviour. Critical reviews of theory and established
research are combined with innovative and original studies of a variety of European countries, as well
as North America. The volume presents valuable comparative data and methodological insights,
including statistical analyses of voting data and critical accounts of major approaches to the
representation of voting and party competition. These include party identification (the sociopsychological approach); dimensional analysis (the production of party spaces based on social and
political cleavages); and rational choice analysis (the interaction between voters and parties within a
policy space). This edition includes a new introduction by Ian Budge.
Political Parties Nov 10 2020 This book, with contributions from leading scholars in the field, presents a
critical overview of much of the recent literature on political parties. It systematically assesses the
capacity of existing concepts, typologies, and methodological approaches to deal with contemporary
parties. It critically analyses the 'decline of parties' literature both from a conceptual perspective and with regard to antiparty attitudes among citizens - on the basis of empirical analyses of survey data. It
systematically re-examines the underpinnings of rational-choice analyses of electoral competition, as
well as the misapplication of standard party models as the 'catch-all party.' Several chapters reexamine
existing models of parties and party typologies, particularly with regard to the capacity of commonly

used concepts to capture the wide variation among parties that exist in old and new democracies today,
and with regard to their ability to deal adequately with the new challenges that parties are facing in
rapidly changing political, social and technological environments. In particular, two detailed case studies
demonstrate how party models are significant not only as frameworks for scholarly research, but also
insofar as they can affect party performance. Other chapters also examine in detail how corruption and
party patronage have contributed to party decline, as well as the public attitudes towards parties in
several countries. In the aggregate, the various contributions to this volume reject the notion that a
'decline of party' has progressed to such an extent as to threaten the survival of parties as the crucial
intermediary actors in modern democracies. The contributing authors argue, however, that parties are
facing a new set of sometimes demanding challenges. Not only have parties differed significantly in
their ability to successfully meet these challenges, but the core concepts, typologies, party chdels and
methodological approaches that have guided research in this area over the past 40 years have met with
only mixed success in adequately capturing these recent developments and serving as fruitful
frameworks for analysis. This book is intended to remedy some of these shortcomings.
Party Competition Sep 01 2022 Party competition for votes in free and fair elections involves complex
interactions by multiple actors in political landscapes that are continuously evolving, yet classical
theoretical approaches to the subject leave many important questions unanswered. Here Michael Laver
and Ernest Sergenti offer the first comprehensive treatment of party competition using the
computational techniques of agent-based modeling. This exciting new technology enables researchers
to model competition between several different political parties for the support of voters with widely
varying preferences on many different issues. Laver and Sergenti model party competition as a true
dynamic process in which political parties rise and fall, a process where different politicians attack the
same political problem in very different ways, and where today's political actors, lacking perfect
information about the potential consequences of their choices, must constantly adapt their behavior to
yesterday's political outcomes. Party Competition shows how agent-based modeling can be used to
accurately reflect how political systems really work. It demonstrates that politicians who are satisfied
with relatively modest vote shares often do better at winning votes than rivals who search ceaselessly
for higher shares of the vote. It reveals that politicians who pay close attention to their personal
preferences when setting party policy often have more success than opponents who focus solely on the
preferences of voters, that some politicians have idiosyncratic "valence" advantages that enhance their
electability--and much more.
A Unified Theory of Party Competition Oct 02 2022 The authors explain how parties and candidates
position themselves on the Left-Right ideological dimension and other issue dimensions. Their unified
theoretical approach to voter behavior and party strategies takes into account voter preferences, voter's
partisan attachments, expected turnout, and the location of the political status quo. The approach,
tested through extensive cross-national analysis, includes studies of the plurality-based two-party
contests in the U.S. and multiple-party competition in France, Britain, and Norway.
The Party Politics of Decentralization Aug 08 2020 This book addresses the process of
decentralization in Italy, examined from the perspective of political parties. In particular, it assesses
whether and to what extent the dynamics of party competition are likely to shape policy agenda and
affect policy change. The author starts by providing a thorough account of the process and history of
Italian decentralization and the policy outcomes achieved over time, before discussing how party
attention to an issue triggers related policy changes (manipulation of salience). Next, the focus shifts to
the concrete positions adopted by parties on decentralization to assess whether the pattern of party
competition has been consensual or adversarial, and how this pattern influenced the process of reform
(manipulation of position). Finally, the author examines the role of frames in party competition. This
volume offers essential research that will prove useful to a variety of audiences, ranging from scholars
of territorial and Italian politics to those interested in agenda-setting, policy change, and party politics.
Populism and New Patterns of Political Competition in Western Europe Nov 22 2021 This book
analyses how party competition has adjusted to the success of populism in Western Europe, whether

this is non-populists dealing with their populist competitors, or populists interacting with each other. The
volume focuses on Western Europe in the period 2007-2018 and considers both right-wing and leftwing populist parties. It critically assesses the concept and rise of populism, and includes case studies
on Austria, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Denmark, Finland, the United Kingdom,
Greece, and Italy. The authors apply an original typology of party strategic responses to political
competitors, which allows them to map interactions between populist and non-populist parties in
different countries. They also assess the links between ideology and policy, the goals of different
populist parties, and how achieving power affects these parties. The volume provides important lessons
for the study of political competition, particularly in the aftermath of a crisis and, as such, its framework
can inform future research in the post-Covid-19 era. This wide-ranging study will appeal to students and
scholars of political science interested in populism and political competition; and will appeal to policy
makers and politicians from across the political spectrum.
Race and Party Competition in Britain Feb 23 2022 This study explores the political implications of
racial issues in Britain since 1958. It focuses specifically on the dilemmas this area of public policy has
raised for the Conservative and Labour parties in the last three decades.
The Funding of Party Competition Apr 15 2021 Has money in politics become more important over
time? Has new campaign technology caused a 'cost explosion?' Who gives and spends for political
purposes and why? Is illegal funding of parties a real problem? What are the impacts of public funding
for sustainable democracy? The Funding of Party Competition examines these questions, and the
result is a major contribution to scholarly research on party democracy and on democracy building. As
political finance is a restless issue, detailed findings on the impact of legal regulations are important for
policy-makers. This comprehensive monograph â?? by the renowned expert Karl-Heinz Nassmacher
â?? covers all aspects of political finance in modern democracies. The reader is given all information
that is presently available on: the factual patterns of party spending â?¢ the causes of an allegedly high
level and increase of political spending â?¢ the various sources of political funds and strategies of
fundraising â?¢ the impacts of funding on party organization, party types and party systems.
Uneasy Alliances Jun 05 2020 Uneasy Alliances is a powerful challenge to how we think about the
relationship between race, political parties, and American democracy. While scholars frequently claim
that the need to win elections makes government officials responsive to any and all voters, Paul Frymer
shows that not all groups are treated equally; politicians spend most of their time and resources on
white swing voters--to the detriment of the African American community. As both parties try to attract
white swing voters by distancing themselves from blacks, black voters are often ignored and left with
unappealing alternatives. African Americans are thus the leading example of a "captured minority."
Frymer argues that our two-party system bears much of the blame for this state of affairs. Often
overlooked in current discussions of racial politics, the party system represents a genuine form of
institutional racism. Frymer shows that this is no accident, for the party system was set up in part to
keep African American concerns off the political agenda. Today, the party system continues to restrict
the political opportunities of African American voters, as was shown most recently when Bill Clinton
took pains to distance himself from African Americans in order to capture conservative votes and win
the presidency. Frymer compares the position of black voters with other social groups--gays and
lesbians and the Christian right, for example--who have recently found themselves similarly "captured."
Rigorously argued and researched, Uneasy Alliances is a powerful challenge to how we think about the
relationship between black voters, political parties, and American democracy. In a new afterword,
Frymer examines the impact of Barack Obama's election on the delicate relationship between race and
party politics in America.
The Reshaping of West European Party Politics Jun 17 2021 Reshaping of West European Party
Politics offers an empirical study of party politics in Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, Sweden and the UK from 1980 and onwards. This book highlights the more complex party
system agenda with the decline, but not disappearance, of macroeconomic issues as well as the rise in
'new politics' issues together with education and health care. Moreover, various 'new politics' issues

such as immigration, the environment,and European integration have seen very different trajectories.To
explain the development of the individual issues, this volume develops a new theoretical model labelled
the'issue incentive model' of party system attention. The aim of the model is to explain how much
attention issues get throughout the party system, which is labelled 'the party system agenda'.
The Modern British Party System May 17 2021 Providing a complete up-to-date overview of the
changing nature of contemporary party politics in Britain, this book draws on models of comparative
politics and the latest empirical analysis to explain the capacity of British parties to adapt to a changing
political environment. A number of broad themes include: the nature and extent of party competition;
the internal life and organizational development of parties; the variety of evolving party systems in the
United Kingdom; and the links between parties and the wider political system. The current weaknesses
of party performance are addressed, and the scope of reform explained and examined. Contrary to
claims of 'decline', however, the book demonstrates that party politic
Consociation and Voting in Northern Ireland Aug 27 2019 In Consociation and Voting In Northern
Ireland, the first study to address electoral behaviors and opinions in a power-sharing society, John
Garry analyzes the democratic efficacy of Northern Ireland's consociational government.
The Formation of National Party Systems Oct 29 2019 Pradeep Chhibber and Ken Kollman rely on
historical data spanning back to the eighteenth century from Canada, Great Britain, India, and the
United States to revise our understanding of why a country's party system consists of national or
regional parties. They demonstrate that the party systems in these four countries have been shaped by
the authority granted to different levels of government. Departing from the conventional focus on social
divisions or electoral rules in determining whether a party system will consist of national or regional
parties, they argue instead that national party systems emerge when economic and political power
resides with the national government. Regional parties thrive when authority in a nation-state rests with
provincial or state governments. The success of political parties therefore depends on which level of
government voters credit for policy outcomes. National political parties win votes during periods when
political and economic authority rests with the national government, and lose votes to regional and
provincial parties when political or economic authority gravitates to lower levels of government. This is
the first book to establish a link between federalism and the formation of national or regional party
systems in a comparative context. It places contemporary party politics in the four examined countries
in historical and comparative perspectives, and provides a compelling account of long-term changes in
these countries. For example, the authors discover a surprising level of voting for minor parties in the
United States before the 1930s. This calls into question the widespread notion that the United States
has always had a two-party system. In fact, only recently has the two-party system become
predominant.
Party Strategies in Western Europe Oct 22 2021 This book examines political party system change
from a party-centric perspective and assesses how, and to what extent, established political parties in
western Europe can maintain their dominant positions. Parties are increasingly competing in a
changeable environment and this book assesses the ways in which political parties have tried to adapt
to these changes, by undertaking a study of the strategies employed by established parties since 1950.
It features analysis of seventeen western European countries, with eight case-studies explored in
greater depth, including; France, Germany, Portugal, Greece, Denmark, Ireland, Switzerland and
Luxembourg. The book assesses two groups of ‘strategies’: institutional strategies, by which parties
aim for success through control of rules, regulations and laws; and strategies oriented towards the
electorate, through which parties seek success by proving themselves responsive to voters. Offering a
detailed empirical assessment of the frequency with which these strategies have been employed, this
book assesses the impact on established political parties, and argues that parties can shape their own
fate by strategic choices. Party Strategies in Western Europe will be of interest to students and scholars
of European politics, Government and party politics.
Party Competition between Unequals Jul 31 2022 Why do some political parties flourish, while others
flounder? In this book, Meguid examines variation in the electoral trajectories of the new set of single-

issue parties: green, radical right, and ethnoterritorial parties. Instead of being dictated by electoral
institutions or the socioeconomic climate, as the dominant theories contend, the fortunes of these niche
parties, she argues, are shaped by the strategic responses of mainstream parties. She advances a new
theory of party competition in which mainstream parties facing unequal competitors have access to a
wider and more effective set of strategies than posited by standard spatial models. Combining statistical
analyzes with in-depth case studies from Western Europe, the book explores how and why established
parties undermine niche parties or turn them into weapons against their mainstream party opponents.
This study of competition between unequals thus provides broader insights into the nature and outcome
of competition between political equals.
On Parties, Party Systems and Democracy Jul 07 2020 This collection brings together some of the
most significant and influential work by leading comparativist Peter Mair (1951–2011). The selection
ranges from considerations on the relevance of concept formation to the study of party systems and
party organisations; and from reflections on the democratic legitimacy of the European Union to the
future of party democracy. Including frequently cited papers alongside lesser-known work, the writings
collected in this volume attest to the broad scope and depth of Mair’s insights into comparative party
politics, and the changing realities of party government. As such, they form an important and enduring
contribution to the study of politics, and a fitting tribute to an inspirational and much-missed figure in the
global political science community. Edited and introduced by Ingrid van Biezen, with an intellectual
portrait of Peter Mair by Stefano Bartolini and Hans Daalder.
Political Parties and the Internet Mar 03 2020 This volume looks at party competition & online
campaigning, internal party democracy & the role of parties within democracy.
Party Politics in Southeast Asia Jun 25 2019 Contributing to the growing discourse on political parties
in Asia, this book looks at parties in Southeast Asia’s most competitive electoral democracies of
Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines. It highlights the diverse dynamics of party politics in the region
and provides new insights into organizational structures, mobilizational strategies and the multiple
dimensions of linkages between political parties and their voters. The book focuses on the prominence
of clientelistic practices and strategies, both within parties as well as between parties and their voters. It
demonstrates that clientelism is extremely versatile and can take many forms, ranging from traditional,
personalized relationships between a patron and a client to the modern reincarnations of broker-driven
network clientelism that is often based on more anonymous relations. The book also discusses how
contemporary political parties often combine clientelistic practices with more formal patterns of
organization and communication, thus raising questions about neat analytical dichotomies. Straddling
the intersection between political science and area studies, this book is of interest to students and
scholars of contemporary Southeast Asian politics, and political scientists and Asian Studies specialists
with a broader research interest in comparative democratization studies.
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