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The center of gravity for Al Qaeda affiliates Dec 07 2020 Essay from the
year 2013 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: Peace
and Conflict Studies, Security, grade: 1,7, , language: English, abstract:
The center of gravity paradigm created and published by Carl von
Clausewitz in his famous study about the appearance of war is nowadays
still widely used to describe the core incitements and driving factors of
warring factions, political parties, militias and even terrorist groups. In a
short summary this military term of a center of gravity is defined as the
one or few main forces where a party in a conflict drives its willpower
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

and its strength from. It is a common element amongst the members and
supporters of this group and with reference to Clausewitz’s study, it is
this key element the opponent needs to identify and to overcome in order
to break the willpower of the party and to finally conquer them. For that
reason various studies have been undertaken und research has been
performed with regards to the center of gravity in warfare as well as the
center of gravity for terrorist groups and esp. for Al Qaeda. In the case of
Al Qaeda most completed studies and published documents agreed to the
point that the ideology preached by the core leaders of the network is the
key element, where their followers draw their support and willpower
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from. At the same time Al Qaeda these days transformed itself to a loose
network with just a common brand name and ideology, but without much
central guidance or command. Numerous groups throughout all parts of
world emerge and entitle themselves with the name Al Qaeda or Al
Qaeda affiliated. Often there are no or just minor links to the former core
leadership of Al Qaeda. For that reason it seems, that the network called
Al Qaeda with most of its global affiliates is not more a strict hierarchical
structured group, nor is it a self-contained network anymore with its
origin in the mountain region of the Afghan-Pakistan (AfPak) border
area. Al Qaeda seems to have many different appearances. Therefore the
underlying hypothesis of this essay is that beside the remaining core of
Al Qaeda in the AfPak region, the name Al Qaeda is nowadays used as a
corporate name of different local or regional acting terrorist groups in
order to provide a powerful proof of their willingness and capability. In
that line the outcome of the hypothesis argues that the CoG for Al Qaeda
affiliates is derived from their own and individual domestic or regional
issues and interests as well as their regional supremacy.
The Al-Qaeda Franchise Apr 11 2021 Why did al-Qaeda choose to expand
through franchising? In 'The al-Qaeda Franchise', Barak Mendelsohn
argues that the organization's weakening position was a central factor
driving its organizational strategy and demonstrates how branching out
not only failed to arrest al-Qaeda's decline, but actually accelerated it.
Improving Homeland Security Decisions Sep 04 2020 Are we safer from
terrorism today and is our homeland security money well spent? This
book offers answers and more.
Countering Al-Qaeda in London Aug 23 2019 This book presents an
inside account of two pioneering projects in London where Muslim
community groups worked in partnership with police to reduce the
influence of Al Qaeda-inspired terrorism. One project empowered London
Muslims to remove Abu Hamza and his violent hard-core supporters from
Finsbury Park Mosque, while the other project bolstered long-term
efforts by London Muslims in Brixton to challenge and reduce the
influence of Al Qaeda inspired violent extremists including Abu Qatada
and Abdullah el-Faisal. Significantly, both projects pre-date government
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

funded Prevent projects and differ from them in being based on
partnership, trust and voluntary civic duty as opposed to payment and
control. The two projects serve as exemplars for future community-based
counter-terrorism projects that recognise that the hand of central
government can often be counter-productive when countering the
influence of Al Qaeda: not least when the UK is waging war in Muslim
countries. Flagship Prevent projects and their backers reject this analysis
and argue that the work of police in these projects was itself counterproductive by empowering Muslim groups they claim are extremist or
radical. This book offers a comprehensive defence to these charges and
concludes that success was achieved by channelling genuine and
reasonable Muslim grievances about UK foreign policy in the Muslim
world in ways that are familiar and acceptable to Londoners and
anathema to Al Qaeda.
Al-Qaeda 2.0 Jul 14 2021 On 16 June 2011, three days before his sixtieth
birthday, Ayman al-Zawahiri was declared the new leader of Al- Qaeda,
replacing the fallen Osama bin Laden. The veteran Egyptian jihadist had
little of his predecessor's charisma and enjoyed much less popularity,
respect and celebrity. Yet, as scores of jihadi commanders from different
organisations have succumbed to their enemies' missiles, bombs and
bullets, Zawahiri has soldiered on. His tenure as Al-Qaeda's leader has
been marked by some of its darkest and most challenging moments,
which have threatened the viability and future of Al-Qaeda's central
leadership. The gravest such development has been the emergence of
Islamic State as a separate and rival jihadist entity. The best way to
gauge Zawahiri's response to these threats is by studying the official
statements and public communiqués that he has issued since taking the
reins. This book provides the reader with professional translations of
Zawahiri's key statements during his first five years as leader of AlQaeda. These official communications are introduced and contextualised
to provide the reader with a comprehensive sourcebook, outlining the AlQaeda leadership's stance on the challenges to its existence since the
death of bin Laden.
Al Qaeda, the Islamic State, and the Global Jihadist Movement Oct
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29 2022 Founded as the Soviets withdrew from Afghanistan, Al Qaeda
achieved a degree of international notoriety with a series of spectacular
attacks in the 1990s; however, it was the dramatic assaults on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon on 9/11 that truly launched Al Qaeda
onto the global stage. The attacks endowed the organization with worldhistorical importance and provoked an overwhelming counterattack by
the United States and other western countries. Within a year of 9/11, the
core of Al Qaeda had been chased out of Afghanistan and into a variety of
refuges across the Muslim world. Splinter groups and franchised
offshoots were active in the 2000s in countries like Pakistan, Iraq, and
Yemen, but by early 2011, after more than a decade of relentless
counterterrorism efforts by the United States and other Western military
and intelligence services, most felt that Al Qaeda's moment had passed.
The voice of Al Qaeda Nov 06 2020 Essay from the year 2007 in the
subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: International
Organisations, grade: 1,7, LMU Munich (Geschwister Scholl Institut für
politische Wissenschaft), course: Seminar: Introduction into Terrorism
Research, 16 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract:
Speaking about terrorism in a scientific way, it is inevitable to take into
account the relationship between media and terrorism. As this essay
wants to outline the main characteristics of how and why the
transnational terror network Al Qaeda is designing its public appearance,
a brief introduction into the general discussion on terrorism and the
media is given in the following. The relationship between these two
actors is often described as symbiotic or even one of “considerable
mutual benefit.” On the one hand the mass media can profit from the
coverage of terrorist attacks because they can increase their circulation
or viewing figures. On the other hand, terrorists achieve the wanted
attention, convey the propaganda of the deed and inflict great fear on
their target group(s). If successful, they can even mobilize wider support
and influence political decisions of their enemies, in the way that they
contribute to the desired escalation-spiral. This connection probably led
former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to the famous words
‘oxygen of publicity’: A comparison, which illustrates the absolute need
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

for terrorists to be covered in the media; for them it is as important as
the air they breathe. Some theorists are sharing the opinion, that
terrorism only becomes what it is through the media coverage: “Without
the media aspect, terrorism remains one more cause of death, one of
many, and not necessarily the most important or most dangerous one.”
But despite the recognition of the so-called amplification effect,
censorship is neither desirable nor realizable in open western societies.
So it is often said, that we are here caught in a dilemma and the only
thing, media can do is to weigh carefully, which incidents to show and to
what extent. Furthermore they should regard it as their self-evident duty
to foster the awareness of civilians and to provide a forum for reasonable
discussion. This essay shall portray one of the most prominent and surely
most actual terrorist groups: Al Qaeda. It will give an overview about its
media strategies, but as well will not forget the propaganda
management, which tries to efficiently recruit new members and foster
support for the group. At first, there will be given a brief oversight and
explanation of the ‘metamorphosis of war’, a central condition for Al
Qaeda’s engagement in propaganda, and how the terrorist group
correlates with it.
A New Counterterrorism Strategy: Why the World Failed to Stop
Al Qaeda and ISIS/ISIL, and How to Defeat Terrorists Jun 20 2019
Why is the problem of terrorism—and the emergence of more extreme
and more brutal terrorist groups—one that cannot be solved, even after
decades of trying? This book, authored by a United Nations Ambassador
once imprisoned and tortured in Iraq, diagnoses the shortcomings of
present counter-terrorism strategies and lays out an effective new plan
for counterterrorism. • Provides a uniquely accurate perspective on
extremist terrorist groups from an author who was born and grew up in
Iraq, the same culture and environment where ISIL was born, and who
understands the mentality of terrorists and the way they misinterpret
Islam to brainwash and recruit people, especially youth • Assesses the
counterterrorism strategies before and after the attacks of September
11, explains why they failed to stop terrorists, and identifies the lessons
to be learned • Underscores the grim reality that terrorism is a threat for
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everyone, and accordingly, it behooves all citizens to press for reforms
and changes in counterterrorism strategy
Jihadism Transformed Jul 02 2020 Jihadist narratives have evolved
dramatically over the past five years, driven by momentous events in the
Middle East and beyond; the death of bin Laden; the rise and ultimate
failure of the Arab Springs; and most notably, the rise of the so-called
Islamic State. For many years, Al-Qaeda pointed to an aspirational future
Caliphate as their utopian end goal - one which allowed them to justify
their violent excesses in the here and now. The rise of Islamic State
turned that aspiration into a dystopic reality, and in the process, usurped
the Jihadist narrative from them almost completely, breathing new life
into the global Salafi-Jihadi movement. Despite air-strikes from above,
and local disillusionment from below, the new Caliphate has stubbornly
persisted and has been at the heart of ISIL's growing global appeal. This
timely collection of essays examines how jihadist narratives have
changed globally, adapting to these turbulent circumstances. Area and
thematic specialists consider transitions inside the Middle East and
North Africa as well as in South Asia, sub-Saharan Africa and Europe. As
these analyses demonstrate, the success of the ISIL narrative has been
as much about resonance with local contexts, as it has been about the
appeal of the global idea of a tangible and realised caliphate.
Inside the Jihad Jan 28 2020 From Europe's burgeoning terrorist
underground, to the training camps of Afghanistan, to the radical
mosques of London, this is a unique and chilling insider's story of the rise
of Al Qaeda and the intelligence services that struggle to contain it.
Between 1994 and 2000, Omar Nasiri worked as a secret agent for
Europe's top foreign intelligence services -- including France's DGSE
(Direction Gérale de la Séritéxtéeure), and Britain's MI5 and MI6. From
the netherworld of Islamist cells in Belgium, to the training camps of
Afghanistan, to the radical mosques of London, he risked his life to
defeat the emerging global network that the West would come to know
as Al Qaeda. Now, for the first time, Nasiri shares the story of his life -- a
life balanced precariously between the world of Islamic jihadists and the
spies who pursue them. As an Arab and a Muslim, he was able to
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

infiltrate the rigidly controlled Afghan training camps, where he
encountered men who would later be known as the most-wanted
terrorists on earth, going so far as to form a sleeper cell in Europe with
Al Qaeda's top recruiter in Pakistan and London's radical cleric Abu
Qatada. A detailed portrait of a complex man who fought on both
sides,Inside the Jihad is a terrifying, suspenseful look at an organization
that continues to be a global threat.
Al-Qaeda & Islamic State: History, Doctrine, Modus Operandi and
U.S. Strategy to Degrade and Defeat Terrorism Conducted in the
Name of Sunni Islam Feb 09 2021 Dr. Kamolnick's book is a
meticulously documented investigation and comparison of the al-Qaeda
and the Islamic State across three key strategically relevant dimensions:
essential doctrine, beliefs, and worldview; strategic concept, including
terrorist modus operandi; and in the final chapter, specific implications,
and recommendations for current U.S. Government policy and strategy.
Contents: Belief-System, Creed, Worldview, Doctrine The Al-Qaeda
Organization Sunni Islamic Orthodoxy Sunni-Salafism/"Fundamentalism"
The Muwahhidun/Wahhabism/Salafi-Wahhabism Muslim BrotherhoodSalafi-Wahhabi The "Base of the Jihad"; Al-Qaeda From Qa'idat Al-Jihad
to Bin Ladenism From Bin Ladenism Back to Qa'idat Al-Jihad Post-Arab
Spring Qa'idat Al-Jihad "What is Qa'idat Al-Jihad?" In a Nutshell: Fazul
Abdullah and Adam Gadahn III. Islamic State Organization "Zarqawism"
vs. AQO: Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi's Worldview and Doctrine: 1989-June 7,
2006 From Non-Religious Violent Street Tough to Ultra-Sectarian SalafiWahhabi Jihadist Prison Tough: 1980-1999 Al-Zarqawi's Private Jihasist
Armies of the Levant: 1999-2004 The History, Doctrines, and Worldview
of Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi's "Caliphate": From ISI to the Caliphate: Brief
Organizational History Self-Proclaimed Emir Al-Muminin Abu Bakr AlHussaini Al-Qurayshi Al-Baghdadi: The Caliphate Now! The "Final
Solution" to the "Shia Problem" Terrorist Modus Operandi Terrorist
Quadrangle Analysis The Al-Qaeda Organization The "Classical" Base
First Bin Ladenist Lone Mujahid" "Far Enemy" Strategy Islamic State
Conclusions, Implications, and Recommendations for U.S. Government
Key Findings Belief-Systems, Worldviews, Doctrines, Creeds Strategies
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and Terrorist Modus Operandi Implications for U.S. Government Policy
and Strategies Implications for Existing USG Policy and Strategy to
Permanently Defeat AQ and its Affiliates Implications for Existing USG
Policy and Strategy to Permanently Defeat the IS
Finances and Networks of Al-Qaeda Terrorists Nov 25 2019
Scientific Study from the year 2008 in the subject Politics - International
Politics - Topic: Peace and Conflict Studies, Security, , language: English,
abstract: The al Qaeda terrorist network and its sources of funding seem
very complicated and mysterious at large. And much of what we know
may only be speculation. The CIA has estimated, for example, that it cost
Al Qaeda’ some $30 million a year to sustain itself during the period
preceding 9/11, but the agency is still not sure what al Qaeda needs or
expends today. What we know today is the modified money transfer
system of Al-Qaeda, the way it moves funds around the globe. Before
September 11, many financial institutions have helped transfer millions
of dollars of al-Qaeda’s money, without any problem. However, after
greater inspection over the past transactions, other policies were created
to prevent legal transmission of terrorist funds after 9/11. Today
terrorists are increasingly using the informal hawala, a very historical
transaction system. To transport the huge amount of cash money,
diamonds and gold they use donkeys, mules and horses to transport to
the very remote areas.
Zarqawi Jan 20 2022 Presents the life of the Jordanian terrorist,
discussing his childhood, his early forays into Afghanistan and Kurdistan,
his imprisonment for terroristic activities, his entry into Iraq, and
emergence as the leader of an international jihad network.
Countering Al Qaeda Mar 10 2021 This monograph reviews events since
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, and discusses the current
state of al Qaeda and the kinds of actions that can be expected of it in the
future. Al Qaeda constitutes the most serious immediate threat to the
security of the United States, so the campaign against terrorism must
remain focused. The monograph describes the central elements that
must be emphasized in the next, more-complex phase of that campaign.
Inside Al Qaeda Jul 26 2022 Inside Al Qaeda examines the leadership,
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

ideology, structure, strategies, and tactics of the most violent politicoreligious organization the world has ever seen. The definitive work on Al
Qaeda, this book is based on five years of research, including extensive
interviews with its members; field research in Al Qaeda-supported
conflict zones in Central, South and Southeast Asia and the Middle East;
and monitoring Al Qaeda infiltration of diaspora and migrant
communities in North America and Europe. Although founded in 1988, Al
Qaeda merged with and still works with several other extremist groups.
Hence Al Qaeda rank and file draw on nearly three decades of terrorist
expertise. Moreover, it inherited a full-fledged training and operational
infrastructure funded by the United States, European, Saudi Arabian and
other governments for use in the anti-Soviet Jihad. This book sheds light
on Al Qaeda's financial infrastructure and how they train combat soldiers
and vanguard fighters for multiple guerrilla, terrorist and semiconventional campaigns in the Middle East, Asia, Africa, the Caucuses,
and the Balkans. In addition, the author covers the clandestine Al Qaeda
operational network in the West. Gunaratna reveals: how Osama bin
Laden had his mentor and Al Qaeda founder, "Azzam", assassinated in
order to take over the organization and that other Al Qaeda officers who
stood in his way were murdered, Al Qaeda's long-range, deep-penetration
agent handling system in Western Europe and North America for setting
up safe houses, procuring weapons, and conducting operations, how the
O55 Brigade, Al Qaeda's guerrilla organization, integrated into the
Taliban, how the arrest of Zacarias Moussaoui forced Al Qaeda to move
forward on September 11, how a plan to destroy British Parliament on
9/11 and to use nerve gas on the European Union Parliament were
thwarted, how the Iran--Hezbollah--Al Qaeda link provided the
knowledge to conduct coordinated, simultaneous attacks on multiple
targets, including failed plans to destroy Los Angeles International
Airport, the USS Sullivan, the Radisson Hotel in Jordan, and eleven US
commercial airliners over the Pacific ocean, that one-fifth of international
Islamic charities and NGOs are infiltrated by Al Qaeda, how the US
response is effective militarily in the short term, but insufficient to
counter Al Qaeda's ideology in the long-term. Finally, to destroy Al
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Qaeda, Gunaratna shows there needs to be a multipronged, multiagency,
and multidimensional response by the international community.
Jawbreaker Oct 05 2020 In Jawbreaker Gary Berntsen, until recently one
of the CIA’s most decorated officers, comes out from under cover for the
first time to describe his no-holds-barred pursuit of Osama bin Laden and
al-Qaeda. With his unique mix of clandestine knowledge and paramilitary
training, Berntsen represents the new face of counterterrorism.
Recognized within the agency for his aggressiveness, Berntsen, when
dispatched to Afghanistan, made annihilating the enemy his job
description. As the CIA’s key commander coordinating the fight against
the Taliban forces around Kabul, and the drive toward Tora Bora,
Berntsen not only led dozens of CIA and Special Operations Forces, he
also raised 2,000 Afghan fighters to aid in the hunt for bin Laden. In this
first-person account of that incredible pursuit, which actually began
years earlier in an East Africa bombing investigation, Berntsen describes
being ferried by rickety helicopter over the towering peaks of
Afghanistan, sitting by General Tommy Franks’s side as heated
negotiations were conducted with Northern Alliance generals,
bargaining relentlessly with treacherous Afghan warlords and Taliban
traitors, plotting to save hostages about to be used as pawns, calling in
B-52 strikes on dug-in enemy units, and deploying a dizzying array of
Special Forces teams in the pursuit of the world’s most wanted terrorist.
Most crucially, Berntsen tells of cornering bin Laden in the Tora Bora
mountains—and what happened when Berntsen begged Washington to
block the al-Qaeda leader’s last avenue of escape. As disturbingly eyeopening as it is adrenaline-charged, Jawbreaker races from CIA war
rooms to diplomatic offices to mountaintop redoubts to paint a vivid
portrait of a new kind of warfare, showing what can and should be done
to deal a death blow to freedom’s enemies. CIA Commander Gary
Berntsen on… His eyebrow-raising style: “Most CIA Case Officers
advanced their careers by recruiting sources and producing intelligence,
I took a more grab-them-by-the-neck approach…I operated on the
principle that it was easier to seek forgiveness than ask for approval.
Take risks, but make sure you’re successful. Success, not good
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

intentions, would determine my fate.” Doing whatever it took: “I didn’t
just want to survive: I wanted to annihilate the enemy. And I didn’t want
to end up like one of my favorite historical characters—Alexander
Burns…He was one of the first of more than 14,000 British soldiers to be
wiped out by the Afghans in the First Afghan War. Like Burns before me,
I was also an intelligence officer and spoke Persian. This was my second
trip into Afghanistan, too. The difference, I told myself, was that Burns
had been a gentleman and I would do whatever it took to win.” Dealing
with a Taliban official who controlled American hostages: “Tell him that
if he betrays me or loses the hostages I’ll spend every waking moment of
my life hunting him down to kill him. Tell him I’m not like any American
he has ever met.” The capabilities of his Tora Bora spotter team:
“Working nonstop, the four men directed strike after strike by B-1s, B-2s,
and F-14s onto the al-Qaeda encampment with incredible precision.
Somehow through the massive bureaucracy, thousands of miles of
distance [and] reams of red tape…the U.S. had managed to place four of
the most skilled men in the world above the motherlode of al-Qaeda, with
a laser designator and communications system linked to the most potent
air power in history…As I listened over our encrypted radio network, one
word kept pounding in my head: revenge.” Also available as a Random
House AudioBook
Inside Al-Qaeda and the Taliban Jun 25 2022 President Obama may
have delivered on his campaign promise to kill Osama bin Laden, but as
an Al-Qaeda strategist, bin Laden has been dead for years. This book
introduces and examines the new generation of Al-Qaeda leaders who
have been behind the most recent attacks. Investigative journalist Syed
Saleem Shahzad dedicated his life to revealing the strategies and inner
workings of Al-Qaeda and the Taliban. He had access to top-level
commanders in both movements, as well as within the ISI, Pakistan’s
intelligence service. Shahzad’s work was praised by US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton for "bringing to light the troubles extremism poses
to Pakistan's stability." Inside Al-Qaeda and the Taliban explains the
wider aims of both organizations and provides an essential analysis of
major terrorist incidents, including the 2008 Mumbai attacks. In May
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2011, Shahzad was abducted and killed in Pakistan, days after writing an
article suggesting that insiders in the Pakistani navy had colluded with
Al-Qaeda in an attack on a naval air station. This book is a testament to
his fearless reporting and analytical rigor. It will provide readers
worldwide with invaluable insights into the new phase of the ongoing
struggle against terrorism which threatens to tear apart the fragile fabric
of so many countries.
The War Against Al-Qaeda Feb 27 2020 In this original and explosive
book Nahed Artoul Zehr analyzes and assesses the theological
underpinnings of al-Qaeda and related Islamic movements such as ISIS,
demonstrating how this religious narrative has helped transform alQaeda from a relatively hierarchical and regional organization to a
globalized, decentralized, and diffuse network of networks. Does alQaeda reflect a theologically authentic or perverted understanding of
Islam? At the same time, Zehr critiques the US military and policy
establishment as it attempts to offer counter-narratives to the al-Qaeda
phenomenon, counter-narratives that emphasize "good Muslims" v. "bad
Muslims" in an attempt to embrace a moderate form of Islam. But
according to Zehr this approach is misguided: it is beyond the US
government's purview, and beyond its expertise, to make such
theological claims about Islam; in fact, the current communications
strategy is counterproductive. Better, she argues, to focus on the impact
of terrorism and why this is inconsistent with Islam scripture and
teaching--which just war theory can help us to do. Zehr concludes by
offering policy suggestions and recommendations. One of the novel
contributions of the project is an analysis of the work of Mustafa abu
Mus' ab al-Suri, author of the leading theoretical and tactical al-Qaeda
text, The Global Islamic Resistance Call.
Decoding Al-Qaeda's Strategy Dec 27 2019 By consulting the work of
well-known and obscure al-Qaeda theoreticians, Michael W. S. Ryan finds
jihadist terrorism strategy has more in common with the principles of
Maoist guerrilla warfare than mainstream Islam. Encouraging strategists
and researchers to devote greater attention to jihadi ideas rather than
jihadist military operations, Ryan builds an effective framework for
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

analyzing al-Qaeda's plans against America and constructs a compelling
counternarrative to the West's supposed "war on Islam." Ryan examines
the Salafist roots of al-Qaeda ideology and the contributions of its most
famous founders, Osama Bin Laden and Ayman al-Zawahiri, in a politicalmilitary context. He also reads the Arabic-language works of lesser
known theoreticians who have played an instrumental role in framing alQaeda's so-called war of the oppressed. These authors readily cite the
guerrilla strategies of Mao, Che Guevara, and the mastermind of the
Vietnam War, General Giap. They also incorporate the arguments of
American theorists writing on "fourth-generation warfare." Through
these texts, readers experience events as insiders see them, and by
concentrating on the activities and pronouncements of al-Qaeda's
thought leaders, especially in Yemen, they discern the direct link
between al-Qaeda's tactics and trends in anti-U.S. terrorism. Ryan shows
al-Qaeda's political-military strategy to be a revolutionary and largely
secular departure from the classic Muslim conception of jihad, adding
invaluable dimensions to the operational, psychological, and
informational strategies already deployed by America's military in the
region.
Al Qaeda in Its Own Words Aug 27 2022 Meticulously annotated key
texts of the major figures from whom Al Qaeda has drawn its beliefs and
direction reveal the terrorist network's full dimensions as a threat to
world stability and security, in a comprehensive collection of writings
that traces the history of Al Qaeda from its origins through the war in
Iraq
Al-Qaeda Jun 01 2020 Since the attacks of September 11th 2001 and up
to and beyond Osama bin Ladin's death, al-Qaeda has come to embody
the new enigmatic face of terrorism, dominating discussions of national
and international security. Yet in spite of the attention it receives,
conflicting assumptions about the group abound. Is al-Qaeda a rigidly
structured organization, a global network of semi-independent cells, a
franchise, or simply an idea whose time has come? What is meant by talk
of the ‘global Salafi jihad’ that is confronting the West? What are the
implications of bin Ladin's death? Christina Hellmich offers a critical
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examination of the widely-held notions regarding the origins and
manifestations of al-Qaeda and the sources on which they rely, mapping
the organisation’s alleged transition from what began as a regional
struggle against the Soviets in Afghanistan to the increasingly leaderless
jihad of the post-9/11 world. Rather than just providing yet another
biography of al-Qaeda, Hellmich forensically examines discrepancies
between the most common explanations and to the limits of what can
realistically be known. Drawing on a wide variety of sources, 'al-Qaeda:
From Global Network to Local Franchise' offers a penetrating insight
into an organization which, for all its notoriety, is one of the leastunderstood of our time.
What Does Al Qaeda Want? Apr 23 2022 In the aftermath of the
September 11th attacks, al-Qaeda has become the most infamous
terrorist organization in history. While their actions are deplorable, it
remains a populist and idealist movement—and one that continues to
spread. Despite heavy media coverage, most people are unaware of the
group's ultimate goals. Sampling from actual al-Qaeda texts, this is alQaeda in its own words, rather than another interpretation (which often
emphasizes the inflammatory religious rhetoric) offered by the Bush
administration and other factions of the Western world. Introductions
and commentary provide the historical context necessary to understand
fully the interconnection between the religious, social, and political
issues that led to the emergence of Osama bin Laden and his jihad
against the West. These primary sources enable readers to discern the
fundamental convictions underlying the group's demands, and help
answer the question, "What does al Qaeda want?"
Talibanistan Aug 15 2021 Essays by experts exploring the intersection
of geography, religion, foreign policy, and terrorism in Afghanistan and
Pakistan.
Pakistan: The Taliban, al Qaeda, and the Rise of Terrorism Jun 13 2021
This single-volume work documents Pakistan's troubled history, which
has led to current global insecurities and created a breeding ground for
radical insurgency and terrorism. • Offers a comprehensive look at the
broad range of terrorist and insurgent groups operating in Pakistan •
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

Examines the nature of Pakistan's response to combating these groups
from within and addresses complex questions regarding whether its
policies facilitate or obstruct the violence • Covers heated issues such as
U.S. drone strikes in the region that target various radical groups as well
as relations between the United States and Pakistan • Considers
Pakistan's future prospects in terms of the growth of radicalized activity,
the nation's internal political struggles, and the survival of the state
The Al Qaeda Factor Dec 19 2021 The horrific and devastating events of
September 11, 2001 changed the world's perception of Al Qaeda. What
had been considered a small band of revolutionary terrorists capable
only of attacking Western targets in the Middle East and Africa suddenly
demonstrated an ability to strike globally with enormous impact.
Subsequent plots perpetuated the impression of Al Qaeda as a highly
organized and rigidly controlled organization with recruiters, operatives,
and sleeper cells in the West who could be activated on command. We
now know, however, that the role of Al Qaeda in global jihadist plots has
varied significantly over time. New York Police Department terrorism
expert Mitchell D. Silber argues that to comprehend the threat posed by
the transnational jihad movement, we must have a greater and more
nuanced understanding of the dynamics behind Al Qaeda plots. In The Al
Qaeda Factor he examines sixteen Al Qaeda-associated plots and attacks,
from the 1993 World Trade Center bombing to today. For each case, he
probes primary sources and applies a series of questions to determine
the precise involvement of Al Qaeda. What connects radicalized groups
in the West to the core Al Qaeda organization in the borderlands of
Afghanistan and Pakistan? Does one of the plotters have to attend an Al
Qaeda training camp or meet with an Al Qaeda trainer, or can they
simply be inspired by Al Qaeda ideology? Further analysis examines the
specifics of Al Qaeda's role in the inspiration, formation, membership,
and organization of terrorist groups. Silber also identifies potential
points of vulnerability, which may raise the odds of thwarting future
terrorist attacks in the West. The Al Qaeda Factor demonstrates that the
role of Al Qaeda is very limited even in plots with direct involvement.
Silber finds that in the majority of cases, individuals went to Al Qaeda
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seeking aid or training, but even then there was limited direct command
and control of the terrorists' activities—a sobering conclusion that
demonstrates that even the destruction of Al Qaeda's core would not stop
Al Qaeda plots.
The Search for Al Qaeda Feb 21 2022 Al Qaeda is the most dangerous
terrorist movement in history. Yet most people in the West know very
little about it, or their view is clouded by misperceptions and half truths.
This widely acclaimed book fills this gap with a comprehensive analysis
of al Qaeda—the origins, leadership, ideology, and strategy of the
terrorist network that brought down the Twin Towers and continues to
threaten us today. Bruce Riedel draws on decades of insider
experience—he was actually in the White House during the September
11 attacks—in profiling the four most important figures in the al Qaeda
movement: Usama bin Laden, ideologue and spokesman Ayman Zawahiri,
former leader of al Qaeda in Iraq Abu Musaib al Zarqawi (killed in 2006),
and Mullah Omar, its Taliban host. These profiles provide the base from
which Riedel delivers a much clearer understanding of al Qaeda and its
goals, as well as what must be done to counter and defeat this most
dangerous menace.
It IS About Islam Mar 22 2022 Drawing from the Koran, the hadith,
and leaders of fundamentalist groups, identifies the core beliefs that
inspire Islamic extremism while debunking commonly held notions about
the religion.
The Longest War Sep 28 2022 A forefront expert on al Qaeda draws on
his unique first-hand interviews with Osama bin Laden, top-level jihadists
and Washington officials to offer insight into the war on terror from both
sides. By the author of The Osama bin Laden I Know. Reprint.
The Price of Fear Mar 30 2020 Publisher description
Inside Al-Qaeda and the Taliban May 12 2021 President Obama may
have delivered on his campaign promise to kill Osama bin Laden, but as
an Al-Qaeda strategist, bin Laden has been dead for years. This book
introduces and examines the new generation of Al-Qaeda leaders who
have been behind the most recent attacks. Investigative journalist Syed
Saleem Shahzad dedicated his life to revealing the strategies and inner
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

workings of Al-Qaeda and the Taliban. He had access to top-level
commanders in both movements, as well as within the ISI, Pakistan’s
intelligence service. Shahzad’s work was praised by US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton for "bringing to light the troubles extremism poses
to Pakistan's stability." Inside Al-Qaeda and the Taliban explains the
wider aims of both organizations and provides an essential analysis of
major terrorist incidents, including the 2008 Mumbai attacks. In May
2011, Shahzad was abducted and killed in Pakistan, days after writing an
article suggesting that insiders in the Pakistani navy had colluded with
Al-Qaeda in an attack on a naval air station. This book is a testament to
his fearless reporting and analytical rigor. It will provide readers
worldwide with invaluable insights into the new phase of the ongoing
struggle against terrorism which threatens to tear apart the fragile fabric
of so many countries.
Nine Lives Oct 17 2021 As one of al-Qaeda’s most respected bombmakers, Aimen Dean rubbed shoulders with the mastermind of the 9/11
attacks and swore allegiance to Osama bin Laden. As a double agent at
the heart of al-Qaeda’s chemical weapons programme, he foiled attacks
on civilians and saved countless lives, brushing with death so often that
his handlers began to call him their spy with nine lives. This is the story
of how a young Muslim, determined to defend his faith, found himself
fighting on the wrong side – and his fateful decision to work undercover
for his sworn enemy. From the killing fields of Bosnia to the training
camps of Afghanistan, from running money and equipment in Britain to
dodging barrel bombs in Syria, we discover what life is like inside the
global jihad, and what it will take to stop it once and for all.
Critical Perspectives on Al Qaeda Jul 22 2019 Primary and secondary
source documents discuss the history of al-Qaeda, who comprises the
group, Osama bin Laden and his ideology, al-Qaeda and the United
States, and al-Qaeda's place in the world.
The Al Qaeda Reader May 24 2022 What do our enemies believe? What
motivates their war against the West? What is their vision of the ideal
Islamic society? Surprisingly, more than five years after 9/11, there is
very little understanding of these questions. Despite our tendency to

9/11

Downloaded from singaporeeye.com on November 30, 2022
by guest

dismiss Islamic extremism as profoundly irrational, al-Qaeda is not
without a coherent body of beliefs. Like other totalitarian movements,
the movement’s leaders have rationalized their brutality in a number of
published treatises. Now, for the first time, The Al Qaeda Reader gathers
together the essential texts and documents that trace the origin, history,
and evolution of the ideas of al-Qaeda founders Ayman al-Zawahiri and
Osama bin Laden. This extraordinary collection of the key texts of the alQaeda movement—including incendiary materials never before
translated into English—lays bare the minds, motives, messages, and
ultimate goals of an enemy bent on total victory. Al-Qaeda’s chilling
ideology calls for a relentless jihad against non-Muslim “infidels,”
repudiates democracy in favor of Islamic law, stresses the importance of
martyrdom, and mocks the notion of “moderate” Islam. Perhaps the most
disturbing aspect of these works is how grounded they are in the
traditional sources of Islamic theology: the Koran and the teachings of
the Prophet. The founders of al-Qaeda use these sources as powerful
weapons of persuasion, reminding followers (and would-be recruits) that
Muhammad and his warriors spread Islam through the power of the
sword and that the Koran is not merely allegory or history but literal
truth that commands all Muslims to action. In addition to laying bare alQaeda’s ultimate motives, The Al Qaeda Reader includes the
organization’s propagandist speeches, which are directed primarily at
Americans, Europeans, and Iraqis. Here, al-Qaeda’s many "official"
accusations against the West are meticulously delineated, from standard
complaints such as the Palestinian issue and Iraq to wholly unexpected
ones concerning the U.S.’s exploitation of women and the environment.
Taken together, the Theology and Propaganda sections of this volume
reveal the most comprehensive picture of al-Qaeda to date. They also
highlight the double-speak of bin Laden and Zawahiri, who often say one
thing to Muslims in their religious treatises ("We must hate and fight the
West because Islam commands it") and another in their propaganda
directed at the West ("The West is the aggressor and we are fighting
back merely in self-defense"). Westerners from across the political
spectrum will be fascinated and enlightened by The Al Qaeda Reader’s
the-us-vs-al-qaeda-a-history-of-the-war-on-terror

insights into the nature of Islamic texts and the ways in which al-Qaeda
has used these texts to manufacture hatred against our civilization and
our way of life.
Global Terrorism and New Media Aug 03 2020 Global Terrorism and
New Media carefully examines the content of terrorist websites and
extremist television programming to provide a comprehensive look at
how terrorist groups use new media today. Based partly on a content
analysis of discussion boards and forums, the authors share their
findings on how terrorism 1.0 is migrating to 2.0 where the interactive
nature of new media is used to build virtual organization and community.
Although the creative use of social networking tools such as Facebook
may advance the reach of terrorist groups, the impact of their use of new
media remains uncertain. The book pays particular attention to terrorist
media efforts directed at women and children, which are evidence of the
long-term strategy that some terrorist organizations have adopted, and
the relationship between terrorists’ media presence and actual terrorist
activity. This volume also looks at the future of terrorism online and
analyzes lessons learned from counterterrorism strategies. This book will
be of much interest to students of terrorism studies, media and
communication studies, security studies and political science.
The Globalization of Martyrdom Sep 23 2019 The dissertation's
conclusion offers practical policy recommendations based on the findings
of this study, in which special emphasis is placed on the ideological
component of the struggle against suicide attacks and terrorism in
general.
The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda Jan 08 2021 The author re-evaluates the
threat posed by Al-Qaeda following a decade of war.
The Secret History of Al Qaeda Sep 16 2021 "Deeply researched, well
reported and full of interesting and surprising analyses. It demands to be
read."--Peter Bergen, author of Holy War, Inc. and The Osama Bin Laden
I Know
The U.S. Vs. Al Qaeda Apr 30 2020 Consists of articles on terrorism
and the war on terror that appeared originally in the journal Foreign
affairs.
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An Enemy We Created Nov 18 2021 There is a widespread belief that the
Taliban and al-Qaeda are in many respects synonymous, that their
ideology and objectives are closely intertwined and that they have made
common cause against the West for decades. Such opinions have been
stridently supported by politicians, media pundits and senior military
figures, yet they have hardly ever been scrutinised. This is all the more
surprising given that the West's present entanglement in Afghanistan is
commonly predicated on the need to defeat the Taliban in order to
forestall further terrorist attacks worldwide. The relationship between
the two groups and the individuals who established them is undeniably
complex, and has remained so for many years. Links between the Taliban
and al-Qaeda were retained in the face of a shared enemy following the
invasion of Afghanistan after the September 11 attacks, an adversary
that was selected by al-Qaeda rather than by the Taliban, and which led
the latter to become entangled in a war that was not of its choosing. This
book is the first to examine in detail the relationship from the Taliban's
perspective based on Arabic, Dari and Pashtu sources, drawing on the
authors' many years experience in southern Afghanistan, the Taliban's
heartland. They also interviewed Taliban decision-makers, field
commanders and ordinary fighters while immersing themselves in
Kandahar's society. Van Linschoten and Kuehn's forensic examination of
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the evolution of the two groups allows the background and historical
context that informed their respective ideologies to come to the fore. The
story of those individuals who were to become their key decision-makers,
and the relationships among all those involved, from the mid-1990s
onwards, reveal how complex the interactions were between the Taliban
and al-Qaeda and how they frequently diverged rather than converged.
An Enemy We Created concludes that there is room to engage the
Taliban on the issues of renouncing al-Qaeda and guaranteeing that
Afghanistan will deny sanctuary to international terrorists. Yet the
insurgency is changing, and it could soon be too late to find a political
solution. The authors contend that certain aspects of the campaign,
especially night raids and attempts to fragment and decapitate the
Taliban, are transforming the resistance, creating more opportunities for
al-Qaeda and helping it to attain its goals.
The Return of Al-Qaeda Oct 25 2019 Against all odds, an Al-Qaeda cell
finds its way back to the United States. The terror group is about to carry
out its most destructive attacks yet, when the unexpected happens. The
Return of Al-Qaeda is a combination of history and contemporary fiction'hisconfic." Dele Ajaja blends times gone by and current issues to create
a marriage of real events and pure imagination. This is an intuitive,
educative, and informative thriller that exposes hatred.
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